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About The Guidance Center
Since 1958 The Guidance Center, based in Southgate, 
has been committed to its mission to: Nurture 
development. Foster resilience. Cultivate well-being.

Over the last 65 years the agency has maintained a 
collaborative relationship with its local communities 
and schools to support adults and children 
experiencing mental health difficulties and other 
challenges. A group of concerned residents and 
educators recognized the need for mental health 
services in our area and joined forces in 1958 to help 
form The Guidance Center. Since then we have 
worked as a team to respond to the needs of children, 
adults and families in southeast Michigan.

The agency operates a wide range of programs and 
services at 18 locations. Our expertise in mental health 
and wellness, early childhood education, intellectual & 
developmental disabilities services and support, substance use disorders, Kids-TALK Children’s 
Advocacy Center, Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic, and research and evaluation 
helps more than 16,000 members of our community annually work on their own personal 
triumphs in life.
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Message from the 
President & CEO

Kari D. Walker

This past year was transformational for 
The Guidance Center. We emerged from the 
pandemic stronger, more resilient and with 
significant outcomes for the people we serve. 

Last year we were invited to participate in 
the first year of Michigan’s demonstration 
of Certified Community Behavioral Health 
Clinics, an innovative new model of behavioral 
healthcare. This invitation was made possible 
based on years of preparation and work to 
meet the criteria to be a Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC). For the first 
time since the Community Mental Health Act 
was signed into law in 1963 there are national 
standards, a sustainable payment model, and 
metrics that clinics must adhere to. CCBHC is 
truly a bipartisan effort at the national level and 
was conceived by Senators Debbie Stabenow 
(Michigan) and Roy Blount (Missouri). We 
completed year one of the demonstration and 
are grateful for the support and commitment 
of our federal, state and Detroit-Wayne 
Integrated Health Network funders who made 
this possible. 

The current public mental health system 
primarily is focused serving persons with the 
most serious behavioral health conditions 
(danger to self or others) and persons with 
Medicaid. The CCBHC is transformative because 
it allows participating organizations to serve all 
persons who seek assistance with behavioral 
health problems regardless of the severity of 
the condition. It enables service to persons with 
or without any insurance coverage. The CCBHC 
model makes access to behavioral healthcare 
less complicated.

We made an unprecedented investment in our 
staff this past year and employ more than 550 
persons across the organization working in more 
than 25 unique programs. The work we do to 
“Nurture development. Foster resilience. Cultivate 
well-being.” is made possible by our dedicated 
employees. Staff, donors and the community of 
people we serve challenge us to be relevant and 
open to what is needed to be successful at home, 
at school, at work and in community life.

This report highlights the impact we make across 
southeastern Michigan and in the communities 
we serve. In addition to doing this important work, 
our board and staff are committed to evaluating 
outcomes. All programs at TGC have impact 
statements and outcome reports (which are 
highlighted in this Donor & Community Impact 
Report). We use these to address continuous 
improvement and to provide accountability 
back to our stakeholders. Please take a moment 
to review the important work and impact of 
The Guidance Center.
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Our Board of Directors

Tammy Ranck

Treasurer

John Gatti

Chair
Vice Chair

John Colina
Secretary

Immediate Past Chair

Gillian Bringard
Andrews

John Bussa John Daly

Jerry Dorsey IV

Kevin Fischer

Cheryl Kohs

Ron Moran

Kenneth Russell

Miroslava 
Orduño Rincón

Gina Wilson 
Steward
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Our Leadership Team
Kari D. Walker
President & CEO

Donna Smith
Quality & 
Compliance

Alexander
Sebastian
Communications 
& Philanthropy

Tracy Wyman
Clinical Services

Kim Hinton
Children’s
Behavioral Health

Mary
Griffiths
Psychiatric
Medical Services

Pasquale Vignola
Center for Excellence
CCBHC

Rich
Casteels
Adult Behavioral
Health

Laura Huot
COO

Danielle Zuccaro
Human Resources

Jeff Jacobs
Southgate Propeties

Dr. Nalini
Agarwal
Medical Director

Melanie
Richards
Kids-TALK Children’s 
Advocacy Center

Adrienne
Sewell
Early Learning
Education

Mark Small
Adult & Family
Services

Gary Guetschow
CFO

Catherine Lentz
Early Childhood 
Prevention &
Intervention

Sean Chen
Information
Technology

Sara Swanson
Intellectual and 
Developmental 
Disabilities
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Nurture the Future offers fun family events

In June our Lincoln Park 
Community Resource Center 
featured Splat the Cat for a 
fun summertime “Get the 
Scoop on Reading” literacy 
event! Families enjoyed free 
ice cream from Good Humor, 
crafts, story time, and the “Silky, 
Spiky & Snowball Animal Show” 
by Dynamic Assemblies. Each 
family took home a free tote 
bag and book. Thank you to our 
sponsor PNC for helping us to 
kick off summer with this fun 
afternoon to promote literacy!

Another sunny summertime event: the 
Nurture the Future program along with our 
Early Head Start & Head Start and the Taylor 

Community Library 
hosted a Family Fun 
Day at Heritage Park 
event where nearly 
100 families joined us 
for a scavenger hunt, 
crafts, and snacks. 
Each family received 
a bag of books along 
with helpful infor-
mation on parenting 
resources offered by 
The Guidance Center. 

In early August Nurture the Future, Early 
Head Start & Head Start, and our SUDDs 
(Stop Underage Drinking/Drugs) Coalition 
joined the Trenton Civic Commission, 
Beaumont Health, and the Detroit River 
International Wildlife Refuge for Chalk 
the Walk to Wellness. It was a hot day but 
e v e r y o n e 
had lots of 
fun walking 
the DLG 
trail, doing 
chalk art, 
and learning 
about local 
resources. 

In September Nurture the Future’s 
“Get a Head Start on Reading” 
literacy event welcomed the Cat 
in the Hat himself! Our Romulus 
Head Start site hosted the 
famous Cat along with Wildlife 
Safari Mobile Petting Zoo for an 
outdoor afternoon to promote 
literacy. Guests enjoyed interactive 
demonstrations with a number 
of exotic animals, story time, free 
snacks and giveaways, games and 
activities thanks to the generous 
sponsorship of PNC Bank.
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Every April, pinwheel gardens are planted in the 
community to raise awareness for Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Pinwheels are a symbol of 
childhood and represent the carefree childhood 
that all children deserve. Our Kids-TALK Children’s 
Advocacy Center (CAC) planted pinwheels at 
both their Midtown Detroit (right photo) and 

Southgate (left photo) locations to raise awareness 
for child abuse prevention, as well as many other 
partner locations (including Children’s Hospital 
of Michigan, center photo) that shared in this 
important message to bring awareness to the 
community and help children to live safe and 
happy lives.

Kids-TALK Children’s Advocacy Center 
plants Pinwheels for Prevention
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In celebration of Pride Month last June our agency 
hosted an employee picnic thanks to our SOGIE 
and DEI Committees. It was a beautiful and colorful 
day for staff to enjoy lunch and celebrate in person 
on our Southgate campus and wonderful to see so 
many smiling faces!

Photo: Guidance Center COO Laura Huot, Board Member Ken 
Russell, CEO Kari Walker.

CCBHC paves new paths
In 2021, the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services selected The Guidance Center as the only 
mental health and substance use service provider in 
Wayne County to participate in its Certified Community 
Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC) demonstration. 
CCBHCs provide a comprehensive array of services for 
people of all ages with mental health and substance 
use disorders, regardless of insurance coverage, their 
ability to pay, or the severity of their needs.
During this fiscal year, through our enhanced CCBHC 
funding, TGC added two new service locations with the 
Horizon Building in Taylor (playroom pictured at right) 
providing additional space for the Children’s Outpatient 
and Infant & Early Childhood Mental Health programs, 
and the Superior Road building (also in Taylor) offering 
expanded Adult Behavioral Health services.



The Multisystemic Therapy (MST) Team at 
The Guidance Center was nominated and chosen by our 
partner the Detroit Wayne Integrated Health Network 
to receive the Spotlight Certificate of Appreciation 
in recognition of its hard work and dedication to the 
children, youth and families served in the System of 
Care. The MST program, under the umbrella of our 
Children & Youth Services, provides intensive in-home, 
family and community-centered, evidence-based clinical 
intervention for youth with severe behavioral concerns.
Pictured (L-R): MST team members Torri Jackson, Joshua 
Strode, Josie Huss and Maggie Trinka.

In May our agency was thrilled to celebrate the 
ribbon cutting at the new Genoa Healthcare 
pharmacy on our Southgate campus. Guidance 
Center CEO Kari Walker and COO Laura Huot 
were joined by Mayor Joseph Kuspa of the City 
of Southgate, agency Board Vice Chair Kevin 
Fischer of NAMI Michigan, Genoa Director of 
Operations Heather Kauffman, and other guests 
for a brief welcome and overview of the extensive 
and comprehensive services Genoa offers to our 
clients and community.

G e n o a ’ s 
s p e c i a l i z e d 
p h a r m a c y 
services include 
using pre-filled 
pill organizers 
to help people 
stay on their 
m e d i c a t i o n s , 
p r o a c t i v e 
outreach calls, 
help with prior 

authorizations and other hands-on pharmacy 
care. This approach to pharmacy care helps 
patients stay on their medications at a rate of 
more than 90%, compared to about 50% with a 
traditional approach. A study published in a peer-
reviewed journal found that this type of integrated 
pharmacy also reduces emergency room visits 
and hospitalizations, which significantly reduces 
the total cost of care. 

This new pharmacy can be found inside the 
entrance to Building 4 (Entrance 1) at 13101 Allen 
Road on our Southgate campus. We are pleased 
to welcome Genoa to better serve our clients and 
assist them with their mental healthcare needs.

MST team receives well-deserved recognition

New pharmacy moves into TGC’s Southgate campus

Top left photo (L-R): Kevin Fischer of NAMI Michigan, Vice 
President of Membership Services Jessica Pinto of the SWCRC, 
Southgate City Council President Zoey Kuspa, Guidance Center 
CEO Kari Walker, Southgate Mayor Joseph Kuspa, Genoa 
Healthcare Director of Operations Heather Kauffman, Genoa 
Healthcare Operations Assistant Ashley Estrada, Guidance Center 
Medical Director Dr. Nalini Agarwal, Guidance Center COO Laura 
Huot, and Genoa Healthcare Pharmacist Kris Feges.

Bottom left photo: 
Genoa Healthcare 
Pharmacist Kris 
Feyes waves from 
behind the brand 
new window at 
the pharmacy 
counter!

Bottom right 
photo: Mayor 
Joseph Kuspa 
of Southgate 
addresses the 
guests right 
before the 
ribbon cutting.
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On September 24 The Guidance Center 
was one of 88 teams participating in 
NAMIWalks Your Way 2022, sponsored 
by NAMI Michigan, on the campus of 
Wayne State University in Detroit to raise 
awareness and funding for mental health. 
The agency had nearly 40 participants 
including employees, family, friends and 
clients united in the fight against stigma 
and working toward suicide prevention.

TGC also participated in the Out of the 
Darkness Walk at Willow Metropark in 
New Boston, sponsored by the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

Film screening encourages discussion about anxiety
On April 28 our agency hosted the iNDIEFLIX original documentary Angst at the Emagine Theatre-
Woodhaven in conjunction with our SUDDs (Stop Underage Drinking/Drugs) Coalition and with 
support from our Nurture the Future program. Angst is a moving film dedicated to the experiences 
of elementary to high school aged students with anxiety disorders and their courage to ask for help, 
including an appearance by Michael Phelps who shared his own anxiety story in the film.
Guests enjoyed free popcorn and pop at this community event and stayed for the special panel 
discussion after the film where local panelists shared their powerful testimonies of dealing with 
anxiety disorders and their optimism for the future. Afterwards the agency handed out tote bags 
with a number of SUDDs goodies to promote mental wellness and encourage discussion about 
mental health.

Our Psychiatric Services team at the agency didn’t 
miss a beat as they juggled work and home during the 
pandemic while always being present and available for 
the individuals our agency serves. 
Going above and beyond to connect clients with 
resources while lending a listening ear to those 
experiencing isolation due to the pandemic, PS staff took 
temperatures, distributed face masks, gave injections, 
take vitals, and provided medication reviews and 
psychiatric evaluations. We salute your hard work and 
compassion, and thank you for your dedicated service to 
help our community!

Walking with NAMI 
to reduce stigma

Psychiatric Services team powers 
through the pandemic

L-R: Shannon Manuel, Wanda Pettway-Norris, Meredith Hodge, Sue Cameron, 
Julie Purdy, Kaaidietraee Brown, Andrea Ford-Johnson, Kisha Walston, Mary 
Griffiths, Terrie Milewski

Not pictured: Nalini Agarwal, Charlotte Baker, Garry Cooper, Ann 
Handschumacher, Tabassum Kahkashan , June Marcum, Katherine Mesaros, 
Shama Patil, Margaret Samaan, Sally Szymanski, Rene Watkins, Latalia 
Williams and Judy Younce-Johnson.
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Champions of Wayne, a program of The Guidance Center, 
transforms student obstacles into success through an 
incentive-based mentoring system to inspire every student to 
graduate in the best way possible. 

Established in 2008, the program combines adult mentoring, 
academic and life goal setting, and achievement recognition 
that results in individualized prescriptions for success and 
financial rewards for students. Champions who successfully 
achieve their goals for a semester receive a $200 incentive 
that is celebrated at the Student Achievement Banquet.

On June 24 2022 we 
celebrated another Student 
Achievement Banquet to 
honor the 97 students 
(working with 56 mentors) 
who have worked so hard 
through Champions of 
Wayne to excel at their 
academic pursuits!

In October Champions 
of Wayne held a kickoff 
event at Wayne Memorial 
High School to introduce 
incoming students to the 
program and encourage 
them to ask questions 
and learn more about how 
they could improve their 
grades and succeed with 
Champions of Wayne!

In February 2022 we gathered at a Student Achievement Banquet to recognize 86 of the 260 students 
enrolled in the Champions of Wayne program to highlight their successes—working with their mentors 
—to reach both their academic and life goals for the previous semester.

Kyle Kemp, of the students, with four other Wayne 
Memorial alumni: Champions of Wayne donors and 
Advisory Board Members Jeff & Lisa Styers, Keynote 
Speaker Eric Pohl, and Kari Walker.

Jeff & Lisa Styers (left) and Kari Walker (right) smile 
with a number of the students who were recognized 
at the banquet.

Kari Walker with the two 
WMHS student speakers 
Jermaine Taylor ‘22 and 
Johnathan Nausley ‘25.
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Richard Helppie and Kari Walker 
congratulate each student achiever.

Students and their families enjoy a full dinner before the 
awards presentation at Wayne Tree Manor.

Guidance Center clinician Nichole 
Marbury with one of the proud 

champions!



images
     of

RESILIENCE

The annual Images of Resilience Storytelling Event 
featured the work of many talented storytellers 
who shared the importance of resilience as a 
way to navigate through life’s challenges. The 
aim of the initiative is to engage the community 
and encourage self-awareness through creative 
expression. The December 2021 live-streamed 
event was held at Roosevelt High School.

MC Shannon Cason and student MC Isaac Bruno 
and storytellers Kim Sclafani, Brooke Mickel, 
Weston Bridges, and Ramon Griffin shared their 
thoughts on resilience and how it has played a role 
in their life journey.
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Kim Sclafani shares her insipiring words.

Weston Bridges takes the stage with 
his story of resilience.

The students, 
storytellers, and 
volunteers who 
helped make 
Images a success!

Shannon Cason returned for his fifth year as Master of Ceremonies for 
the storytelling event.



150 guests attended the annual Summer Glow event on Grosse Ile at the home of Dan & Victoria 
Murphy, with the 2022 theme Starry Night for Children. More than $66,000 was raised for The 
Guidance Center’s three Community Resource Centers (CRCs) in Lincoln Park, River Rouge, and 
Taylor, as well as for the Budd Lynch Endowment Fund for Children at the agency to benefit early 
childhood programming. A million thanks to the sponsors and other supporters who made this 
possible, and especially to our Chairs Katie Daly Vitale, Santina Daly Bragadin, Christina Daly Gruber, 
and Marie Daly.

Al Sebastian, Director of Communications & Philanthropy; Chair 
Santina Daly Bragadin; President & CEO Kari D. Walker; Event Hosts 
Victoria & Dan Murphy; Chairs Christina Daly Gruber; Marie Campo 

Daly; and Katie Daly Vitale

Sheila & Gary Marable representing 
PNC Bank.
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rudy

John and Kim Formentin. KIm and Rob Draper.



Stephanie & Rich Armes

The Joe & Maria Daly Family: Santina and Anthony Bragadin; Vince & 
Katie Vitale; Joe & Maria; Tom & Marie Daly; and Christina & Joe Gruber.

Director, Early Childhood Prevention & Intervention
Catherine Lentz; Sonya & Kevin Fischer.

The beautiful waterfront offered views 
of passing boats and a stunning sunset.
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Andrea and Shane O’Donnell.



A highlight of the Grape Expectations for Kids Dinner was the powerful and inspirational testimony of 15-year-old Katherine, 
who receives support from our Kids-TALK Children’s Advocacy Center. Katherine received the first “Kids-TALK CAC Strength and 
Resilience Award” (top photo) following her moving speech before our 200 dinner guests at the fundraiser.

Our 12th annual Grape Expectations for 
Kids Dinner was held on September 5, 2022 
at the Colony Club Detroit. Thanks to the 
generosity of our amazing sponsors, guests, 
and supporters, we were able to raise an 
astounding $252,000 for our Kids-TALK 
Children’s Advocacy Center and its crucial 
work of helping child victims of physical/
sexual abuse, neglect, or trauma.

The evening included an address from 
Guidance Center CEO and President Kari 
D. Walker, a message from Kids-TALK CAC 
Director Melanie Richards, an encouraging 
statement from Kids-TALK Co-Founder 
Nancy J. Diehl, and our main guests 
introduced by Kids-TALK CAC Program 
Manager Karen DeKett: 15-year-old Katherine, 
who receives services from the Kids-TALK 
CAC and shared her powerful and moving 
story, and her mother Maria who shared 
her loving support for her daughter during 
a dark time in their lives. We are so grateful 
to Maria and Katherine for their strength in 
sharing their stories and their testimony to 
the impact that the Kids-TALK CAC has had 
in their lives.

Thank you to our sponsors, donors, 
supporters, and dinner guests for another 
magnificent event, and we look forward to 
our 2023 dinner at the Detroit Athletic Club!

Grape Expectations
for Kids Dinner

Nancy Diehl addresses the dinner guests while Kari Walker 
and Al Sebastian look on.



Melanie Richards, Sonya and Kevin Fischer, 
Tammy and Bruce Ranck, and John Gatti.

Jerry Bringard, Gillian Bringard Andrews, 
Liesa and Johnpaul Finazzo, John and Angie Daly

Tiara Tinnin and Miah Davis from BasBlue.

Karen and Patrick Wilson Smithbauer

Judges Milton and Laura Mack, Leslie Helppie, Velia Leija, 
Richard Helppie, Roberta and Kari Walker.
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Guidance Center Programs and Services

Providing services and 
supports for people living 
with serious mental illness 

and their families.

Serving persons of all 
ages diagnosed with 
an intellectual and/or 

developmental disability.

Transforming student 
obstacles to success by 

way of an incentive-based 
mentoring system so that 
each student graduates in 

the best way possible.

Providing free resources 
and preventative education 

in the Downriver area to 
develop strong families and 
inspire and assist parents as 

they raise grandchildren.

Offering mental health 
services to adults and 
children with private 

insurance, Medicare, or 
Private-Pay. Services offered 

include psychiatry and 
individual, couple, and 

family therapy.

Serving children through 
17 years of age with 

comprehensive treatment 
to suspected child victims of 
sexual abuse, physical abuse, 

neglect, or other forms of 
psychological trauma.

Offering a variety of mental 
health services to children 
and youth ages 5-17 with 
emotional and behavioral 

challenges.

Offering a variety of 
resources to support 

parents and their young 
children ages birth to 12 

years old.
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Save the Date
for our 2023 Events

Summer Glow
“That’s Amore”
FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 2023
6-9 P.M.  |  GROSSE ILE, MI

WWW.GUIDANCE-CENTER.ORG/GLOW

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT BANQUET

WWW.GUIDANCE-CENTER.ORG/CHAMPIONS-BANQUE T
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Revenue &
Expenses



Chart Title

Total Revenue — $52,258,900

Operating Revenue & Expenses
From October 1, 2021-September 30, 2022

29%

27%

6%

6%

3%7%

22%
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Chart Title

Adult Services - $14,914,160
Children & Youth Services - $14,081,516
Center for Early Childhood - $11,693,003
Kids-TALK CAC - $3,146,182
Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities - $3,208,701
Psychiatric Services - $3,811,351
Other - $1,403,987



Chart Title

Program services - $40,409,977
Administrative - $6,092,319
Developmental costs - $372,194

Total Expenses — $46,874,490

Total Revenue — $52,258,900

Operating Revenue & Expenses
From October 1, 2021-September 30, 2022

86%

13%

1%
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Major Outcomes & 
Program Highlights
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National Study (40.6%)
TGC Results

TGC Major Outcomes Fiscal Year 21-22

97.3%
of clients remained out 
of the psychiatric 
hospital

0%
Suicide rate

46.9% of clients showed 
clinically meaningful improvement 

on a depression screener

Child and Adolescent Functioning

Hospitalizations Suicide Depression

Goal (50%) TGC Results

Improvement on functioning at home, school, community 
and symptoms  (310/528)= 58.7% 

Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC)

In 2021, the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services selected The Guidance Center as
the only mental health and substance use service
provider in Wayne County to participate in its
Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic
(CCBHC) demonstration. CCBHCs provide a
comprehensive array of services for people of all
ages with mental health and substance use
disorders, regardless of insurance coverage, their
ability to pay, or the severity of their needs.

Mild/Moderate
served

503 126
Uninsured

Served
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25%

33%

75%

67%

Follow-
up

Initial

Need Appropriate Level and Strength

Juvenile Justice Diversion

of  youth served 
in the last five 
fiscal years (since 
Oct. 2016) did 
not re-offend 
and/or escalate 
to JJ.

93%94.5%
Did not commit offenses after being 
released from the JJ program.

92%
of parents rated 
that  youth 
improved 

Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health 

92%

78%

Spring 2021
% Early Head Start Children Ready
for Head Start
% Head Start Children Ready for K

End of 2022 School Year

75% improved or maintained strengths.

Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Protective Factors
(Initiative, Self-control and Attachment)

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Diverted Hospitalized

Children’s Crisis Diversions VS Psychiatric Hospitalizations

Diversion goal (60%)

Early Childhood 
Education Services

Home-based intensive case management, 
substance abuse, mental health services.

The Youth Assistance Program (YAP) is for youth at risk of entering 
the juvenile justice system due to a first time minor offense. 
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Goal (50%) TGC Results

Supported Employment

Percent of clients served who had any 
competitive employment= 65% 

61.8%
Clients graduated from Oct 

2021 through Sept 2022 

DBT

59.6%
Clients graduated from Oct 

2021 through Sept 2022 

Children and adults served 
from

280

Support Services

The average rating for Nurture 
the Future Family events was 
4.4 stars out of 5

Workshops

854
Free workshops for parents and 
caregivers of children from 
birth through young adulthood 
with access to a variety of tools 
including support groups, 
family-centered activities, and 
informational resources.

Caregiver playgroups, literacy 
events, Clothing Closet, Diaper 
Depot, Toy Chest, and more.

Nurture the Future

Community Resource Centers

32.6%
45.9%

Semester 1 Semster 2

Students who achieved their 
incentive/goals

Champions of Wayne

Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) is a type of 
psychotherapy developed to better treat 
individuals with borderline personality disorders

The average rating for Nurture 
the Future Family events was 
4.4 stars out of 5

The Supported Employment Program is an evidenced-based 
approach to help clients with mental illness obtain and keep 
employment.

The Champions program, open to all students at 
Wayne Memorial High School, combines adult 
mentoring, academic and life goal setting and 
achievement recognition that results in 
individualized prescriptions for success and 
financial rewards.

Drug Court
A court supervised treatment program for 
individuals who abuse or are dependent upon 
any controlled substance or alcohol. 

Parents/Caregivers 
participated in
34 workshops
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534
730

862 941

1235

1491 1502 1521

Initial 6 mos. 12 mos. 18 mos. 24 mos. 30 mos. 36 mos. 42 mos.

Kids-TALK Children’s Advocacy Center

97.1%
of children were NOT

interviewed by law enforcement 
or children protective services 
prior to the interview at Kids-

TALK CAC

caregivers of children interviewed 
received advocacy, support and 
connections to other resources

1,509

Children received 
specialized interviews

2,051
of children receiving therapeutic 

services understood that the 
trauma was NOT their fault

Medical evaluations
performed

66 96.8%

Forensic interviewing, advocacy, medical evaluations, and mental health services for child victims of alleged 
abuse, neglect, or trauma. Child abuse prevention and education.

Autism Spectrum Disorder

Basic language and learning skills.
Average scores increase during treatment

A full range of services including Autism Benefit and Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) for children 18 months - 13 
years. Services include individual ABA therapy as well as family training. Specialized Supports Coordination provided 
to assist children and family with service provision.
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Numbers Served

712

731

801

817

2,159

2,388

3,278

Early Childhood
(Prevention, Intervention, Education)

Children & Youth
(Prevention, Intervention, JJ, Diversion)

Adults
(Mental Health, SUD)

IDD
(Adults, Children)

Kids-TALK CAC
(Prevention, Intervention, Medical)

Adult & Family

Total Served
13,877

Nurture the Future
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Nurture development. Foster resilience. Cultivate well-being.

The Guidance Center
13101 Allen Rd
Southgate MI 48195

Main Number
734-785-7700
After-Hours Crisis Hotline
800-241-4949

www.guidance-center.org





Donors



Donors
Thank you to the following individuals, corporations, and businesses, 
foundations, organizations, churches, civic groups, schools, and 
municipalities who continue to generously support The Guidance 
Center each year. We make every effort to list all donors with accuracy 
as we thank them for their generosity. If there is an error or omission, 
please contact the agency at 734-785-7705 ext. 7087 so we may make 
appropriate corrections/updates. Thank you.

Your partnership with our agency helped us 
touch the lives of more than 16,000 people 

over the last year.
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Agency Funders

Rocket Mortgage donates activity kits

 » Bridgeway Services, Inc.
 » Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Drug Free Communities (DFC) funding
 » Detroit Wayne Integrated Health Network
 » Downriver Community Conference
 » Everybody Ready
 » Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and MDHHS, Division of Victim Services
 » MDHHS Children’s Advocacy Center Fund
 » Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
 » U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families
 » Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) fund administered by the Division of Victim Services
 » Wayne County
 » Wayne RESA

In June team members from Rocket Mortgage, through our partnership with United Way for 
Southeastern Michigan, delivered a wonderful donation for children at our agency! Client Relations 
Team Leader Kelsey Wright, together with her sweet children, dropped off several children’s activities 
kits to the agency. These kits were shared across our children’s programs to bring summertime fun to 
our clients. Thank you, Rocket Mortgage, for this generous and colorful donation!
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Corporations, Businesses, 
Organizations, and Foundations

 » AmazonSmile Foundation
 » Assured Partners-Daly Merritt Insurance
 » Ballmer Group
 » BASF Corporation
 » Benevity Community Impact Fund
 » Black Family Development
 » Bodman LLP
 » Bonfire 
 » Bridgeway Services
 » Bruce and Tamara Ranck Fund
 » Bussa Financial Partners
 » CASS Sheet Metal
 » Children’s Foundation
 » Colina Foundation
 » Comerica Bank
 » Community Foundation for Southeast 

Michigan
 » Corewell Health 
 » D & B Landscaping, Inc.
 » Development Centers
 » Dick Genthe Chevrolet

 » Douglas Electric Company
 » Down River Cleaning Service
 » DTE Foundation
 » Edward C. Levy Co.
 » Enterprise Holdings
 » Ethel & James Flinn Foundation
 » Expert Mechanical Service, Inc
 » First Congregational Church of Wayne
 » First Merchants Bank
 » Ford Motor Company
 » Fritz Enterprises
 » G. V. Cement Contracting
 » Giancamilli Family Foundation 
 » GM Foundation
 » Granader Family Restaurants
 » Gruber Bragadin Partnership- 

Carol Bollo and Associates
 » Helppie Family Charitable Foundation
 » Hennessey Engineers, Inc.
 » Henry Ford Rehab Wyandotte 
 » Homespun Furniture

Last year PNC regularly brought 
its mobile branch to The Guidance 
Center’s main campus in Southgate 
to connect the community to banking 
services. PNC’s outreach program 
focuses on building relationships with 
underbanked communities in addition 
to offering financial education. The 
mobile branch even contains its own 
ATM! PNC is a valued sponsor of our 
special fundraising events for programs 
and a supporter of our Early Childhood 
programs through the bank’s “Let’s 
Grow Up Great” initiative.

Banking on the go
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Corporations, Businesses, 
Organizations, and Foundations (cont.)

 » Howlin Mercy Band 
 » Huron Valley Steel Corporation
 » Jackson, Snider and Parker Dentistry
 » John D. & Jean E. Dinan Foundation 
 » Kerr Russell
 » Kroger Corp
 » Lincoln Financial Foundation
 » Martenson Family of Funeral Homes
 » Michael & Janice Corrigan Charitable Fund
 » Michael Bates Chevrolet, Inc.
 » Michigan Health Endowment Fund
 » MMC Metals Corp. 
 » Network for Good
 » Olympia Entertainment, Inc.
 » PCE Systems
 » PNC Bank
 » PNC Foundation
 » Precise Chiropractic 
 » Rocket Giving Fund–Rocket Mortgage Classic 
 » Sibley Gardens, Inc.
 » Southern Wayne County Regional Chamber

 » St. Vincent Pallotti Parish
 » Stathakis 
 » Ten Twentyseven
 » The GoodCoin Foundation 
 » The Information Center, Inc.
 » Tim King Trust
 » Trenton Rotary Club
 » Trentwood Farm Market
 » United Way for Southeastern Michigan
 » United Way of Greater Milwaukee
 » United Way of Metropolitan Dallas, Inc.
 » United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania
 » United Way of Tampa Bay Suncoast
 » Varnum LLP
 » Vince’s Landcare
 » Vonda Grant-Grant Wealth Management 

Group of Raymond James
 » Waldron Private Wealth
 » Wayne 100 Club
 » Wyandotte Art and Glass Center LLC
 » YourCause

Grosse Ile hockey gives back
Guidance Center Wraparound client James 
was selected to be sponsored by the Grosse Ile 
High School Devils Hockey Team for Christmas 
2021. His family was invited by Coach David 
Magalotti to a hockey game where James 
met the team and visited the locker room. 
The team presented him with several special 
gifts and later invited the family to pick up 
Christmas gifts that were purchased by the 
team. The family also received a delicious 
Christmas dinner. The players were excited to 
do this for the family and the family is grateful 
for the generous and thoughtful support. 
Thank you to the Grosse Ile Devils Hockey 
Team!
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Schools & Municipalities
 » Gibraltar School District
 » Grosse Ile Township Schools
 » Lincoln Park School District
 » Melvindale-NAP Public Schools
 » Riverview Community Schools
 » Trenton Public Schools
 » Woodhaven-Brownstown School District
 » Wyandotte School District
 » City of Gibraltar
 » City of Lincoln Park
 » City of River Rouge
 » City of Riverview
 » City of Trenton

In-Kind Donors
 » Absopure Water Company
 » Abundant Living Gallery & Gifts 
 » Alejandra Ouiroz-Zamarripa
 » Amanda Pauley
 » Amazon DTW9
 » Amber Bills
 » Amreen Kahn
 » Angel Brown
 » Angels, Saints & Stuff
 » Ann and Brian Loftus
 » Anthony and Santina Bragadin
 » Barbara Cousino
 » Belfor Property Restoration
 » Beth Keating
 » Bovitz & Co., CPA, P.C.
 » Congresswoman Debbie Dingell
 » Daniel & Victoria Murphy
 » Daybreak Salon
 » Deanne Jordan

 » Debra Gardner
 » Debra Halaburton
 » Donna DiPonio
 » Donna Higgins
 » Dorothy King
 » Downriver West Kiwanis
 » Downtown Beauty Bar
 » Erin and Scott Southward
 » Fiorelli’s
 » Ford Motor - Woodhaven Stamping Plant
 » Forever
 » Gail Capeling
 » Gina Putman
 » Google
 » Granader Family Restaurants
 » Island Cake Shop
 » Jamcia Berry 
 » James Sherman Meijers-Southgate 
 » Jason Kusper
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In-Kind Donors (cont.)
 » Jeffery Gates
 » John and Angie Daly
 » Kaitlin Lulofs
 » Kathy Kane
 » Kendra Scott
 » Kenneth Kalczynski
 » Kim Buzas
 » L.N.V. Cookie CO
 » LaTanya Enochs
 » Liesa and Johnpaul Finazzo
 » Lisa Horvath
 » Little Caesar Enterprises, Inc 
 » Mandy and Daniel Mercer
 » Melanie Richards
 » Meller Marketing 
 » Michael Wullaert and Barbara Yagley
 » Michelle Neely
 » Mike and Kelli Sims
 » MJR Group LLC
 » Molly Makino
 » Nathan and Mandy MacRae
 » Nick and Mary Booker
 » Northern Pump Service
 » Operation Homefront through Dollar Tree
 » Pauline Richards

 » Peter and Kristin Mans
 » Pitney Bowes, Inc.
 » PNC Bank
 » Project Linus
 » Republic Services
 » Robert and Kimberly Draper
 » Robert Hurse
 » Rocket Mortgage
 » Salesforce Solutions 
 » Sam’s Club
 » Sandy Skaisgir
 » Shane & Andrea O’Donnell
 » Sherri and Benjamín Howes
 » Simply Polish
 » Somerset Collection Charitable Foundation
 » Susan Rybicki
 » Tamika Bruce
 » Tara Gibson
 » Taylor Rotary Club
 » The Bentley Banquet & Conference Center
 » The Parade Company
 » Tom and Marie Daly
 » Tony and Deborah Richards
 » Vera Bradley-Twelve Oaks Mall
 » Vicki Ballentine

In August, Family Alliance for 
Change, Youth United, and 
The Guidance Center collaborated 
to donate backpacks with school 
supplies for K-12 to our community 
at a Backpack Giveaway event at our 
Southgate campus. This afternoon fair 
was filled with food, games, activities, 
and fun, but most importantly with 
goodies to help children start their 
school years off strong!

Backpack giveaway
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Individual Donors

 » Nalini Agarwal
 » Jackie Ambercrombie
 » Michael Ando
 » Rick & Stephanie Armes
 » Sharon Arthur
 » Lisa and William Athens
 » Corry Bachus
 » Valerie Bachus
 » Natalia Baker
 » David Baldyga
 » Barbara Ballantine Katz
 » Kimberly Baughman
 » John and Marina Bebes
 » Jim Bilko
 » Angela Blackmon
 » Cathy Boatin
 » Anthony and Santina 

Bragadin
 » Jan and Michael Bragadin
 » Matt and Gillian Bringard 

Andrews
 » Jerry and Mary Bringard
 » Delphine Britt
 » Tamyra Brooks
 » Shavonn Burgess
 » John and Amanda Bussa
 » Nikki Campbell
 » Raya Caron
 » Annemarie Cash
 » Richard Casteels
 » Denise Caswell
 » Katie Cihak
 » DJ Clemons
 » Carol Cockrum
 » Bayley Coggeshall

 » Mike and Melonie 
Colaianne 

 » John and Nancy Colina
 » Jessica Collins
 » Joe and Jan Connors
 » Michael Corrigan
 » Lisa Lewis and Craig Bieler
 » Joanne Cranke
 » Ralph and Linda 

Cresswell
 » Daniel and Lynne Crowell
 » Candace Crowley
 » Jimmie Kaye Curtis
 » Joe and Maria Daly
 » John and Angie Daly
 » James & Robin Daly
 » Tom and Marie Daly
 » Kurt and Renee Darrow
 » Wendy Dawson
 » Christopher and Missy 

DeAngelis
 » Karen and Nathan DeKett
 » David and Amy Diehl
 » Nancy Diehl
 » Janice Diehl
 » Catherine Dillon
 » Erin Dobbins
 » Jerry Dorsey IV
 » Robert and Kimberly 

Draper
 » Delores Duff
 » Lela Dunn
 » Kamila Dymerski
 » Danita Echols
 » Mary Jane Fallot

 » Julie Fershtman
 » Michele Feyen
 » Liesa and Johnpaul 

Finazzo
 » Kevin and Sonya Fischer
 » Susan Florida
 » Destiny Flowers-Fayad
 » Sharia Ford
 » John and Kim Formentin
 » Nancy Franzen
 » Andy and Lisa French
 » Debra Gardner
 » John and Kathy Gatti
 » Debora Gee
 » Andy and Wanda 

Giancamilli
 » Kathleen Gibson
 » Sheryl Goldberg
 » Steve Grabowski
 » Ina Grant
 » Mary Griffiths Dickson
 » Trish and Bill Guarino
 » Charmaine Guerriero
 » Gary and Marcia 

Guetschow
 » Scott and Casey Hamelin
 » Naila Harhara
 » Karen Harkness
 » Michele Harmala
 » Ronald Hays
 » Richard and Leslie Helppie
 » Sally Helppie
 » Kelli Helppie
 » Julia Herschelman
 » Tim Higgs
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Individual Donors (cont.)

 » Tiffany Hillen
 » Kimberly Hinton
 » Jennifer Hogan
 » Kim Holt
 » Lisa Horvath
 » Teresa Hosking
 » Jim and Terese Hunter
 » Laura and Tom Huot
 » Matthew and Susan Hurst
 » Sandra Imes
 » William Inman
 » Jeffery Jacobs
 » Michelle Jarczewski
 » Susan and Michael Jarosz
 » Brett Johnston
 » Marilyn Jones
 » Amreen Kahn
 » Nancy and Gordon 

Keller-MacKinnon
 » John & Deborah Kill
 » Anita Klein
 » Elizabeth Kobylasz
 » Savannah Kohler
 » Cheryl Kohs
 » Mark and Terrie Kopson
 » Thomas Kroeger
 » Tony and Jeanne 

Krukowski
 » Michelle Krupa
 » Deanna Kula
 » Jessica Laske
 » Mike and Jackie Lee
 » Susan Leonowicz
 » Tammy Lewis
 » Jane Libbing

 » Geraldine Little
 » Paul Loffreda 
 » Ann and Brian Loftus
 » Michele Lopez
 » Tiffany Love
 » Milton and Laura Mack
 » Nathan and Mandy 

MacRae
 » Joe and Georgine Mallia
 » Erica Manick
 » Bruce and Joanne Manny
 » Peter and Kristin Mans
 » Donna Marson
 » Mark Martin
 » Tiffanie Martinez
 » Kristen Matheson
 » Sidney McBride
 » Susan and Robert McCall
 » Bruce McConnell
 » Regina McKinney
 » Marilyn McKinney
 » Molly McMahon
 » Robert McTaggart
 » Pat and Molly Mech
 » Melissa Melson
 » Mandy and Daniel 

Mercer
 » Michelle Mertic
 » Amanda and Jeffrey 

Meyers
 » Eric and Paige Miller
 » Mary Miller-Strobel
 » Ron and Terry Moran
 » Dawn Mosher
 » Judith Muller

 » Dan and Victoria Murphy
 » Carol Muscat
 » Michele and Kenneth 

Nagy
 » Harriette Nieves
 » Shane and Andrea 

O’Donnell
 » John and Joann Oliver
 » Miroslava Orduño-Rincón
 » Michele Pamula
 » John A. Papalas
 » Nichole Paradis Pangburn
 » James Parker
 » Daniel Patterson
 » Julia Perkins
 » Wanda Pettway-Norris
 » Robert Pierce
 » Waltraud Prechter
 » Mark and Mary Ellen 

Rahrig
 » Lisa and Stephen Rahrig
 » Daedra Ramsey
 » Tammy and Bruce Ranck
 » Amy and Jason Rebant
 » Cortney Reno
 » Charles and Carolyn 

Reynolds
 » Patricia Rice
 » Melanie Richards
 » Tony and Deborah 

Richards
 » Pauline Richards
 » Terry Riddle
 » James Rogers
 » Susan Rostkowski
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 » Julie Rotondo
 » Ken and Catherine 

Russell
 » Kenny Russell
 » John Sabat
 » Michael and Amber 

Sabat
 » Heather Sandoval
 » Krystin and Gregg 

Sankey
 » Mr. and Mrs. John 

Savage
 » Patrick Sayers
 » Jennifer Schaefer
 » Tony and Mary Schimizzi
 » Elizabeth and Loren 

Schnell
 » Al and Sandra Sebastian
 » Sallyann Sebastian
 » Darel and Karen Shafer
 » Robert Shimmel
 » Raymond Shultz
 » Miriam Shurlow
 » Susan Shuryan
 » Mike and Kelli Sims
 » Peggy Sindt
 » Kelly Sue Skiff
 » Mark Small
 » Mr. and Mrs. Bertram 

Smith
 » Arthur and Mary Smith
 » Donna and Dan Smith
 » L.C. Smith
 » Allison Smith

 » Patrick and Karen 
Wilson Smithbauer

 » Sara Snyder
 » Julie Spurlin-Hane
 » Leo and Marie 

Stevenson
 » Scott Stewart
 » Lisa Stull
 » Jeff and Lisa Styers
 » Roger and Andrea 

Sunday
 » Sara Swanson
 » Michael Talbot
 » JT & Danielle Teringo
 » Warren and Deborah 

Thomas
 » Michael Tomaw
 » Stacy Tompkins
 » Christopher Tsakiris
 » Ann Tuttle
 » Claire Utter
 » Jill Van Doornik
 » Linda Vanassche
 » Paul and Anne 

Vandenheede
 » Cindy Vann
 » John and Lois 

Vanstipdonk
 » Robert Vickers
 » Pasquale Vignola
 » Vince and Katie Vitale
 » Susan Wacksmuth
 » Kari and Roberta Walker
 » Frank Walker

 » Cheryl Warack
 » Fran and John 

Waszkiewicz
 » Sherrick Watson
 » Jim and Judi Weaks
 » Lora Weingarden
 » Jean Wend
 » Thomas Westgate
 » Phoebe White
 » Bille Wickre
 » Megan Widman
 » Heather Williams-

Dykowski
 » Dana Wilmot
 » Suzanne Wilson
 » Keith and Gina Wilson 

Steward
 » Claudia Winston Cooper
 » Ericka Wisler
 » Ross Witte
 » Emily Wolfe
 » Marcia Wooden
 » Michael Worhach
 » Gregory Wullaert
 » Michael Wullaert and 

Barbara Yagley
 » Tracy Wyman
 » Susan and Richard 

Yeghissian
 » Mary Zahler
 » Charles and Debbie 

Zammit
 » Erin Zeller
 » Danielle Zuccaro

Wayne Tree Manor

Individual Donors (cont.)
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Signature Event Sponsors

PROGRAM SPONSORS

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS SPONSOR

MENTOR SPONSORS

ACHIEVEMENT BANQUET SPONSORS

STUDENT SCHOLAR SPONSORS

FRIENDS

VENUE SPONSOR

Helppie Family 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Jeff & Lisa 
Styers

John D. & Jean E. Dinan Foundation
Wayne Rotary Foundation

Enterprise Holdings Foundation  |  Milton & Laura Mack
Meijer Inc. Corporate Giving Program

Waltraud E. Prechter  |  Kari & Roberta Walker

Michele Harmala
 Kenneth & Catherine Russell

Wayne 100 Club
Patrick & Karen Wilson Smithbauer

Wayne Tree Manor

George & Danna Bowersox  |  Kelli Helppie  |  First Congregational Church of Wayne
Teresa Hosking  |  William Inman  |  Elizabeth Kobylasz  |  Judith Miller  |  Shawn Pomaville-Size
Ellen Ray  |  Patricia Rice  |  Belinda Walakonis Semak  |  Susan Wacksmuth  |  Linda Vanassche

HONOR ROLL SPONSORS
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Signature Event Sponsors

images
     of

RESILIENCE

Tammy & 
Bruce Ranck

Island Hopper Sponsors
Andy & Wanda Giancamilli

Michael & Amber Sabat
Patrick & Karen Wilson Smithbauer

Patrick & Karen Wilson Smithbauer

John & Nancy Colina  |  Joseph & Jan Connors
Liesa & Johnpaul Finazzo  |  Dr. Daniel & Victoria Murphy

In Memory of Santina Galati - Tom &  Marie Daly
Kari & Roberta Walker  |  The Teringo Family

The Bentley Banquet & 
Conference Center

John & Kathy Gatti

In Memory of Bill KaiserJerry & Mary Bringard

Budd Lynch Tribute Sponsors

Beacon Light Sponsors

Glow Friends

In-Kind Donors

Wyandotte Art and Glass Center
Kyle, Patrick, & Tim Southward

Allie McAughey

/Vonda Grant THOMAS & LINDSEY RUDY

singlethread

Helppie Family 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION Vince & Katie Vitale
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Signature Event Sponsors

Patrick & Karen Wilson Smithbauer

Budd Lynch Tribute Sponsors

Grape Expectations
for Kids Dinner
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Rosé Sponso�

Ca�rnet Sponso�

Merlot Sponso�

Pinot Grigio Sponso�

John & Nancy Colina

/John & Kathy Gatti

Kari & Roberta 
Walker

Joseph & Jan 
Connors

Nancy J. Diehl Tom & Laura 
Huot

Joe & 
Georgine 

Mallia

/Vonda Grant

Bruce & Tammy Ranck
Patrick & Karen 

Wilson Smithbauer

Sparkling Sponsor

ParkingSponsor

Giancamilli
Family Foundation



www.guidance-center.org

13101 Allen Road
Southgate, MI 48195

734- 785-7700
info@guidance-center.org


