Fact Sheet

The Kids-TALK Children's Advocacy Center (CAC) — a program of The Guidance
Center - is a community-based program that serves children through 17 years of
age to provide comprehensive services to suspected child victims of sexual
abuse, physical abuse, neglect, and/or other forms of psychological trauma,
including being a witness to violent crimes. The Kids-TALK CAC utilizes a
multidisciplinary and collaborative approach to coordinate the investigation,
assessment, treatment and prevention of child maltreatment in Wayne County,
Michigan, and is the only accredited CAC in the county.

Spreading hope

Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs) are community based, child-focused and child-friendly facilities where multidisciplinary
representatives meet to discuss and make decisions about the investigation, treatment and prosecution of child
maltreatment cases. A primary goal of all CACs is to ensure that children are not further victimized by the systems
designed to protect them.
Nationally, there are more than 854 CACs providing services to more than 334,626 children.
• In FY 17/18, the Kids-TALK CAC forensically interviewed 2,364 children and provided services to their families, with only
36 children being interviewed more than one time at the CAC.
• In FY 17/18, the Kids-TALK CAC provided trauma-focused therapy to 609 children and their families.
• In FY 17/18, the Kids-TALK CAC provided education and training to more than 2,540 professionals and community
members and conducted more than 296 prevention activities.
• Since its inception in 2012, the Kids-TALK CAC has provided more than 640 onsite specialized medical evaluations.

Forensic Interviews - Child & Family Advocacy - Medical Evaluations
Trauma-Focused Therapy - Outreach & Prevention

Our partners
Kids-TALK CAC partner agencies and
Multidisciplinary Team members include:
• The Guidance Center
• Office of the Wayne County Prosecuting Attorney
• Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
• Wayne County Children’s Services Administration
• Children’s Hospital of Michigan
• Wayne County Association of Chiefs of Police
(representing police departments throughout
Wayne County)
• Detroit Wayne Mental Health Authority
• Wayne County Office of the Attorney General
• Wayne State University
• Wayne County SAFE

How you can help

• Learn more about child abuse and spread the word to
family, friends and neighbors on how to keep our
children safe.
• Report cases of suspected child abuse to the proper
authorities (855-444-3911 in Michigan) and encourage
others to do the same.
• Donate your time and/or your money to the Kids-TALK
Children’s Advocacy Center to support the work we do
to help victims of abuse and/or trauma.
• Organize or participate in a fundraising event to support
Wayne County’s Children’s Advocacy Center and its
child maltreatment prevention program.
• Check out the supplies on our wishlist at
www.guidance-center.org/kids-talk to see what we are
in need of to keep the CAC a child-friendly and
welcoming place.

Startling statistics
• About 1 in 7 girls and 1 in 25 boys will be sexually
abused before their 18th birthday. (darknesstolight.org)
• Only approximately 30% of child sexual abuse cases are
reported to the authorities. (Finkelhor, 2009)
• An estimated 40% of sexually abused children do not
show symptoms or signs of being abused. (apa.org)
• The total lifetime economic burden of child
maltreatment in the US is approximately $124 billion.
(Fang et al., 2012)

• Wayne County had 8,100 confirmed victims of child
maltreatment in 2017 and Michigan had 41,462
confirmed victims in 2017.
(kidscount.org)

• Children’s Protective Services estimated that 9.1 out of
every 1,000 children are victims of child maltreatment;
however studies show that number could be as high as
1 in 4 children. (USDHHS, Child Maltreatment 2016, 2018)

The Kids-TALK CAC on The Guidance Center campus in Southgate.

The National Children’s Alliance provides support,
advocacy, training, research, and education to local
child advocacy centers and communities responding
to reports of child abuse and neglect.
• There are more than 854 CACs in the US, with
41 accredited or developing CACs in Michigan. In
2017 more than 1,905,892 individuals were
provided with prevention training and information
through CACs throughout the country.
• The Kids-TALK CAC is the
only CAC in Wayne County.
• In 2017, more than
10,237 children were
served by CACs in
Michigan. More than
2,300 of those children
were served by the
Kids-TALK CAC.
• The Kids-TALK CAC received
national accreditation in
2013 and was
reaccredited in 2018.

CAC locations

Detroit referral fax: 313-870-9228
Southgate referral fax: 734-287-6137

Midtown Detroit
40 East Ferry Street
Detroit, MI 48202
313-833-2970

The Kids-TALK CAC on Ferry Street in Midtown Detroit.

The Guidance Center
Building 7
19275 Northline
Southgate, MI 48195
734-785-7716

